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If I had to pick one thing to make cheaper and 
reduce poverty, it would be energy 

 

 – Bill Gates 







Energy requirement 

• Off grid 

– Africa – 600M 

– India – 400M 

– Asia – 400M 

• Africa is only market 

where off grid grows 

– Half global need in 

2015 

• Our challenge is to 

change this! 

 



Mobile phones pervasive and driving change 
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Overcoming GRIDLOCK: Vision of the Future 
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• Rural Africa 
• Low Pop density (5 houses/km2) 

• Limited energy spend ($3-5) 

• Can afford ~200W of power 

• $200W of solar costs ~$300 

 

• Grid connection ~$1/metre 
• Even if power is free, no point in a 

grid radius of more than 300 
metres!! 

 



Save time Save money Kerosene spend 







Beyond lighting 

• 7 out of 10 of the fastest growing 
countries in 2013 are in Africa 

• “African Middle Class” defined by 
ADB as income of $2-20/day  
– Azuri’s customers 

• Population growing ~3% annually 

• 40% of Africans under age of 14 

• Huge demand for affordable 
consumer electronics 

• Information, entertainment, 
knowledge, entrepreneurship 

• Huge opportunity in the knowledge 
economy 



Agriculture: Transformation by 2025 

• Burning issues 

• Youth unemployment 

• Urban migration 

• Will Africa boom through 
industrialisation? 

• 60% of the world’s cultivatable land 

• But has some of the lowest yields 

• Combine Internet and Agriculture 

• E-education 

• Access to markets 

• Beyond subsistence farming 

• Skip the industrial revolution 

• Jump to the knowledge economy 

 

 




